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3. To ri their own Ffoccedings i in | their Brethrens & 
ences e . trance to be according to the Rule, 
= CSrforrably into communion , as any 
— require. W — the day appoynted is come, and ſome 
deputed petſons ſent from all the neighbour Churches (Which uſu- 
ally are the teaching and ruling Eld: ert) there preſent, and 
part of that day ſotemaly — in faſting and pray ing for a bleſſing 
upon that enterpriſe: Then one of chem {choſen to order the 
-work of the day) NY ante up and ſpeaks to the other of the Bre- 
theen , may now begin to act what they meꝶ that day 
for, which is, to joyn . ther into holy fellowſhip, if the will and 
pleaſure of the Lord be fo, and withall, deſires then, that uherens 
they have maniteſted already Gods Gracious workings upon. their 
hearts to each other in private, now they would doth the ſame again 
before the Churches in publike. 
Then himſelf begins, and makes confeſſion of his fairh in allthe 
principles of Religion, and then a declaration of his Comer cal- 
inge —__— * how God hath carried on the work 
om dead Wor ke, and faith roWvards E 
1 * ee 
0 loche like, which done to the ſatisfaction of 
e , coy — ve gy ef rhe godly and ap- 
conver 
hs, they oro ra pet FOI Covenant, en- 
Gn it what you plcaſe)w they proteſt 
of Chriſt) to walk together as becomes 
nal de . holineſſe before the Lord, and in 
ichfulneſſe to each other, according un- 
TIE their Covenant , U on before 
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8 ſuch Who are fit ry "hs 
be ſo (though uſually rhoſe thi into a Church, have 

mongſt them upon Fog nn — r 

to the Lord of the Harvelt ti them elſew awd Marth, ; 
oy uſe Apoſtles, 8 1 2 ; 
| Scripture) the ordinary otficers'we uſe to cull. BpbeL, 4.16 4 
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office properly, ia to bend himſelf to exhorrarioa; 
eachecs ofticc ro give himſclf to inſtructihn in points of 
ation of Scriprare, confutation of error, &c. 
* Abe er to ordeg the Aſſembl es, to look —— 
and of the whole Church, and to viſit from houſe © Rom. wp 
houſe , to fed how all chrive in godlineſſe, while the other * 
thewſclves to the Word and ine, and all of them together t Ruling li- 2 
govern the Houſe of God, and ammo geepere je OO AR M0 
ters for Church, and to ſurvey the eſtates, and ripen all ſuch as 2 
are to be admitted in the Church, before they produce them in 
pudlik-, & c. 
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1-0 Se d wor „% Who m he = 
— to be (crviccablealle: to 
on ſo convetuently 2 and 
d their help as that tex ma 
And here behold (by 25 way) che faithful and tender care ot I 
bur bleſſbel Lord, chat fully provides in thoſe officers for th neceſ- Ito 
his dn : viz, By Paſtors, Teachers, Elders, Neacona, ane 

wes, and haru given them their names, works, and tit es in his N not 
— are fag an for the perfecting of cheSaiars, for pet 
the work of the Mi edification of the body of Chriſt, IA 
lefſe then which would be too little more thenwhich would be too the 
much; for if the minde and = of h's Saints be well infor- ons 


med and infrudted m what t aghr roknow, debe ad do, - | 
— is the work and office Texcher-; ) d the con- I paſ 

be convinced, the wilt bowel! to ho obedtenceꝶ bene Ai- Ma 
ons reQified and fer upontheir Object, which the officeand and 
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ich is che proper imploymend of t ruling ; 
| 1 Feser e ordered and x iat he Got, — 


Aline e bercef ( ch is the wok of them 
More ) there d ther uflo, if the oui ird man be provided 
ee cothfotrubly and tim-ly, that no lack be chere 
e in our ſtreets for want of ſupply (in + } ; 
7 wand arid if check be helped. ref ed, com 
| Render Dacre real 
F of the Sxiots ; all which/Chriftthurk green 


. „and mote then theſe, were like fic 
how thete (we pi Lamont waver beiag rhe 
ate in cr eyes to cafl, we to dlection, and 


bal ia this manner bollowing. 


Fit, 
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| we gifts, graces, and frame cf Spicit are 
* — * but in ſome goo 1 mea- 
1-0 people 3 For every worthy man 
s not f wople,no more then every glove is fic far 
every land cor every key t t 2 happihy it 
bo a y K Goll, another of Iroh, which is ht, may be better. 
They thus approved. th. Chuftch (Hover which he is ta 
de awoventeer,calls him, and none ot het ot them: as 44 14:33 
thoſe, I My, whole ſoules he is to take the charge of, call hi 
and luden t themſelves to his adminiftration in the Lord, 
not ſome of the Church, as the officergonly, if there be any, or the 
pevpt> only, but all of us, with joyt conſent, as one man, or at 
lraſt the greater part, elect an officer over us ; So we reade that 
ebe primitive Church was carried in all their votes and e lecti- 


on no man ; andi Tim. 3. 23, 


ons, 
Al things thus ripened for election, when we are to elefta ang 23. 26. 
Paſtor, Teacher, or ruling Elder, wee give notice thereof to the & 14 33+ 


Magiſtrate, and all the next 24joyning Churches, Who, and when, 
and to what office we ordain him unto, and iotreat their preſencg 
ant company with us, for their Brotherly counſell and aſſiſtance; 
when the day is come, and well ſpent in preaching, faſting, aud 
I prayer, us c 13. 2. 3. then one of themſelves appoynteſ to ovex- 
ſee the work of the dzy,ſtands hon it i enquired of the Church, 
if after this ſolemn ſecking of God for his counſell and directi- 
on in that weighry work, they ſtill reſolve to proceed in the iteł- 
ing ſuch a one to be Paſtor or Teacher, as before they reſolyedto 
do: Then having taken their filence for a teſtimony of their p 
poſe, hee tells chem, now he fees all is eleer for his Call, he 
deſires the Btet hren to teſt:fie their votes, in calling ſuch a one te 
ſuch an office, by holding up their hands : hieb being done, 


defires of the party to know if he accepts of 4he : 
office which the Brethren in the cine of Chr huh pew him 
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Ordination, The Blies being finillhedgtheyproceed t 
1 * but a ERR rtf Th 
be is 4 > al 
25 or faying i it on hu n er be ore the Lord, and this is 
done by impoſition . prayer. The Elders of the ſame 
Church (if there be poſe their bands, if there be none, 
but bimſelf is the Frſt, then t two or three of the principal; moſt 
grave and eminent Chriſtians, being required by the body io t in 
Numb. B. 10, ny name of Chriſt and the Church; and this is vo unuluall thing 
re,as we conceives, Moſes muſt br ng the Levites to be 
2 before the Lord, and the children of 1/-ael muſt la 
P. cheir hands on them, and thenH«- 0» ſhall oſſer them to the 
<S cle ſo alſo Z adecł the Prieſt was conſecrated, and Solomon anointed 
1 by the Congregation, In time of which impoſition of 
Nn I They priy over them for al ncedfuil g fts ai graces fit for 
* _ t place to which he is calk d. 
1 FP ey ſpeak the words themſel ves of Ordination of him in 
"x Chriſty name, and the 3 of (hit, de —_ 
os Pur a ſolemn « ge upon him, as in t Almi 
3 „ bd fire whom hee caſt appcate l 
3 il choſe ſoules committed to his by the great Shepheard 
Num. 25.20 Chrift Jefus —.— that * — diligent, — no, yew And 
cooſtant, in a full d ſcharge of that upon 
After 2 the Elders ofthe Cinch, ſome in the name of the 
reſt, do give him the right hand of fello io the ſight of all the 
Mendy, teſtify their brotherly unto bim: and after 
God for his .. gifts beſtowed on him , 
40 23 the the Lov, to fulfill his miniſtration received from 
Lord after praiſes'given to God by hi 2 
he the Aſſembly with a 
* N not (mal 
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i Me ſdeſite and care above all y co ert, wD Dewas f. 
more t the Ordinances of Ch ſe ; and all thoſe { us 
far a5 God k pleaſed.te lend light) 4 and. im- 4 
Bev wi hort drefſings or pa ntings of humane mventions. i 
— F not to tead in the publique A'ſemblics ; Recotds: or * 

in ps of men, but (that alone, which is able to make' che mn 
og of God nerfettly and throughly furniſhed ty all good works) the 
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be ptre Word of God it ſelf; and that all things may be done to belt 2 
ay edification , wre uſe to exponnd 2nd apply the Word unto the bb. 
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_ People,as occaſion permits; and becauſe we deſite to ſing (avell N 5 
ed 1 ) the pure Word of God, ir bene an Or *; * 
„ ſacred as che other, we Have endedvoured, + 
our and time, to te- tlatſlate the pialmes as neer the — 
a wecould, into meerer, becauſe the former tranfhtion was very 
fee and fing them ia the Churches according hn. 
wwe uſe not any preſeribet Forms, or ſtinted Liturgj 
* 1 Mrnifters of Chriſt are cælled e well to give t 
ſelves to Prayer, as to the mi . the Word, we pray as tet =» 
Tadiger of our Prayers (who tezcherh whac to pray is we; 
raph) png infirm ties, according to the bet aher 
the preſent octuſion. md the Work of Chrift i our lands 
reth c Wer adminiſter the Sealy of the Coveupt not ro A, | 
oy 1 of theit ſeed, which nee Ore 
bur ſclees dr with ſaid lect Chtored of Chrift ; for 
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che Elders give | * 
4 4708 A ty. Vhen the time of ſe 0, 


is come, the 8 ſets apart the Elements for ſo ſacred emplayment 
he bleſieth the 3 Ach it in the! ight of all the people, de- 
claring withall , — . iog the ſignificat on of thoſe holy Rites 
anÞARtions: He diſtributes it tot hoſe who be neer about hun, and 
gives the reſt to the Deacons bands, who ſtand ready (according to 
I their office attending on the Table) to give unto all the People, not 
Kirk 26 a - bowing or kneeling , which are forms of Worſhip that never came 
. bo dato Chriſts minde, ſo far as we know, to appoirt, nor any Way ſu- 
1 table to a Table: geſture, but in that poſture of body, in which Chriſt 
| e himſeil 5 it unto his Diſciples: After the Bread , he taketh the 
ae Cup, and bleſſcth it 1 it ſelf ; for ſo our Lord Chriſt ay, 
be poures out the Wine, ſtributes it; this done 5 
e ſung, Prayers returned, and the Congregation Liſlolved. - ee 115 
e * to ſolemnize holy Feaſting and Faſting- ox) 
Occ 


aſion, by his extraordinary hand of Provides 
e or ;or Judgement, eithet to our ſelves or e 2.05 


ee of additionall Members to thoſe 
embers. Fundamental, wee proceed in this manner: Such as d 
95 7 to the Church, do make known their deſire to the 
EA. tt. q 2 12 eſtates , both of the in 
1 ra ep pp 
; gal evarericion an men, in boy 
declare it to the 
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they reſt and teſtiſie all their conſents 
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afication of cheir — con effuc jon 
other admiſſion, by holding 

— 2 hands; after that, the Paſtor or tlder nds to them 
the Covenant wh ch th: y arc to moke before God and his people, Covenans. 
the ſamme of which is to this effect: 

T's give 7 eur ſelves to the Lord in all duties of holineſſe; then 2 Cor.$ F 
10 the ¶ burch,and the Officerr,in all love and /ubmiſſion, accordin e 1 
to the wil df God, and thu they do not truſting in their own ftrengrh, ey of the, 
but in the Name, and by the grace of Chri 22 1 this e eee 
nant when th y have given their conſent , the Elders in their own, New- Eng 
name, and the Churches reciprocally, do covenant allo with them, to de, * 
, perform the lik; dus ie back again unte tbem. Then after Prayers 5 he 
made ae who'e Church, for his gracious aſsiſtance, in perform - | Corenant 
ing t tuall duties each to other, and all of them to God, they 
ae — a bleſſing. 
thus adi hath afterward any ſpecialtoe-., 
2 to —— for any confiderable ſpace of time, in ſome other, 
Church chat we may the better know j according to our cha } 
received of them , whac becomes of our Members, he is wont doc gere | 
quaint the Elders waither he goes, and the occaſions of it; withall ber 
ro deſire th m po ropound to the Church for their Letten Re- hs 
commendatory 2 , the Church grants it , the lege | Cor. 
whereof is, to a oft godlneſſe of the man, and to defi 
them to receive him as becommeth a Saint , and to be 10 
him in any _ that may need their affiſtance' , -watc | P 

fiction in the Lord, during the prog yl 1: 
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communion, 
abode w:th them. The Letter is ſubſcribed by the hands A the * 
Elder, in the name of the Church aud delivered unto them ; but *; 


if any Member lath a deſite ro compte, hay. from the. chars 


call to bie peace and oc fore ; to which counſell GY J 

bowes his e {{50p- But it after all the c wal 

ons and brotherly advice ©, they hould ſec the bent of bus 

- ſtand cowards a removal), — he cannot comforcably aud fully be 
poyſed by their julgemert,: In ſuch a caſ „t his tia be not pa 
rent, his danget eminc n- they uſe ſome indulze ce, ( not williag to 
impriſon che ſPirits of any) and they \cave hun to his liberty, and 
permit him to depart; and this we oblerve, that when mon thi 
departyGod follows them with the creſſe, 1 4 they ar8 drives to re- 
peu o of {weh — praceudin ge, and deſire to return 40 the Place 

e 

| 83 6k grounds be good and ſound, and God lewding 

POO themiclves to another place, where he — 
ſit don comfortibly and be ediſied, they uſe to ſay no more but 

ö ast did ro — when Gods miode appeared, to have h m 

hen 2 00 Jeruſalem (the Wild ef the Lerd is ane; und 

Sean that Church to the other, Lettets of diſmiſſion, 

2 ſo we ealt for diſtinctions file , which indeed are ll one 
tet Los of Recommendation, ſpolcen of before , ontly rhoſe 
"as - were for a time, theſe for ever; they do ute to give tiſtimo- 

24 tho brother, and intreat them to receive him in all bowels 

of brorhetly love, as their o in the Lord, a d be faithfoſſ to his 

I "Es t hey Wal prefent him blamrleſſe to — — treat Shepheard 

Jeſus Chrſt ; and ſo after godly coun Þ gives him to 
r eee , in the place w _— to live, 2 
ayer to the bleſſing of the word of gracr. 7 

— 1 ede — e vet the perſon, —— 

of $i, #4 above, beſoro rbey admit him, knowing Charcbes 

1 Gorton ee, in pevfons as wel * G. 
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. — chrough che ds 
"fi it, then the ocher takes himſelf 5g 
:beapparcar, to obſcrve the rule of | to pro- 46 
fut ther wich him, that is, takes one or twa more wich him, 
Aach as are moſt «ble, and likely te preveifwinhi the dolingquerir 
Bro her ; aud after prager made to God 40 bow bis heare ; 5 and 
Hhoxr bis car to tte d to tbeit admonizion.,; they endeavour: to 
gain him to the Lord from ts fin ; if this means prevail, his 
ſoul is hcalcd , the offence removed, cheir love rucwed . But 
1 yet he remains impeoitent , bey infom the, EA,, and 
2 the Church, He Delinquent is conremed in pablgut, 
n laid open, endes vour to regain — 2 
his fing together with rhe uneffe@tualnede-of the x 
4 by whvch very particular, 1 — 1p — ag- 
upon his conſcictec before:.the Lord , from the Word 
— all which, Greven then it bah work kindly, 
— — bis bieei in 'forrow.,' and: — 
— is acceptable, and no proceeding attempted & 


But if none of ul theſe worketh cfiectually: upon lim; then-a 11 | 
ſolenm admonition by the tote of the whole urch, inthe Name | 
of che Lord Jeſus, —— e Foxc br 
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All the while cho Chivech FATE LD, bleſſed x Tings 
Lord unto our felves ) i willing to-wany to ſer, if God ur 1 


time, by aoy means, W kh fl be, 


25 1 h promiſe 
or che LEW e Go OY | bat 


Te | Ordinance 1 
| nies aſs 1 Der a bleſſing on th 10 
is poor ö „ e 
But if debe ſo far bot vp under an hard heart, that he 4 
away impenitent, the Church accounts it, (as indeed it is) a ſore 
blow from the hund of the Lord, not onely upon the ſoul ot the 
| poor brothet . but upon them all; who are ſo neerly united unto 
J. 7 f. bm, and may joſtly make them ſmart, a8 he did all I rael for the 
0 1. 1. ſin of eAchan. 
Nee, 16 . As the Church uſeth theſe means towards him in pabl que, 
2 HEE 2 „and the ableſt * alſo, are wont (ol 
M repair to vate, if it may be to ſet on 

Cee, and — 2 the -workit — and the 
Church alſo before they proceed to further Cenſure, do calf him 
before them ance and again, uſually, ro fee if the Ordinate in 
any menſure be effectuaſſ upon him. All the while t 
E other delinqueut Member, though not ſo far 
—— — 10 be is) ſtands thus offenſive in the 
Abe Cborcbes eyes, he preſumes not to communicate &, or if be does 
% preſume, 2 p ohibited, to eat of the holy bread 

ring and amongſt the preparci and 8 gueſts: of Chriſt, as not 33 
rer by examination prepared himſelf, as all ſuch are 

27 and ſor fear he flivu'd defile 1h, a 
. Lay did ſuchholy fleſn as they touched f for look as the Prieſt 
29 16, that was ufcleaty, though he was nor degrade] from b $ Prieſt- 
n. 26. ho'd ,ycr ſnſperded during the time of his uncl eunneſi from med- 
432+ ling with che holy\ ſacrifice ; ſo we deal and thats according to God 
een and this" ad we uſe is 4 further 
" 2 ON means to procyre. his bumuliation , when he 'ſhall' ſee himſelf 
Gough, hs own fault barred from the enjoyment of this holy 
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3 75 ee 
ocher; publique or private means ö 
in chen we judge it full time 8 


t Chriſt hath ordai- 

| ren'd member, that the 1 Cor. 5-6. % 
purge avvay the leaven, Gal. 9. 

| and for this we do 


; * te cut lebe z | 
* dy de not Deed by und to p 
A be whole lump be thereby Rav 
not ſend to any external — out of that Church 
whereof the offender is; whether Biſhop, or z becauſe we 
conceive it more then Pal himſclf ; (who had more authoritie , Cor 
from Chriſt , then all. the Biſhops, Presbyters i in the world) dare See Wille | 
undertake, who did bur infor we, direct, and ftirre wy the Churches Synopſis, ca” 
to doe it, but did not do it bimſelfe ; but wee freely uſe the libett e 1934 f 247 © 
andauthoricic which the Lord himieife hath given ts, and doth | . T « 
charge us to uſcin ſuch caſes as theſe; namely, all the Church | 
duoth ſolemnly meet together, and if ite an open and known fin, 
ſome of other Congregations alſo (thar they may — — 
impartiall ſeveritie againſt ſin in her own members) —_— " *q 
the delinquent before us, and ſex out his 10 0 _ 
tude, gra vations of it, the h e 7 
ed it to! the Church, and they; having teſtiſed 8 
before for his adwiffion, ſo now) for his expulfion, he 
— in the Name 'ofthe Lord d. Jeſus Chriſt, and of | rhe | 
delivers up that man unto Nunn, for the d: ſtruction "0 
of the ech, and the ge his ſpirit in the day Lakes , 10 


Jeſus. 
10 Whichideeadfall ſentence beiog with much fear and 
ind yet with much power and dread denouticed and 1 


— 0 aw vey terots of it vpon E 
charge him n ibaſed all all other ordinagces', yer 
— rg laſt means which Chriſt will ale y0- 


wards him far his — mongn hall, 4 
ſrom the Aſſemd y and the 3 | 
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2; 1 
. 2 ; the EAT <>, 
len, ut the offenders un. 
; barſ — mal 1 hich: 2 
ery eminent tepe — ich is £4 
+ Which poſlidly may calico us as a voyce from Hem 
| Gans 1. 3 ſtay out hand) wc preſently, without any mare 
: — — that chan to Sgrangatrartiing enn 
other Part, Cor. „ . 
| When we haverhos caft him out of the Church; we have nat 
eee $ and care, dat Rl 2rcend che une 
to che. © |} of all grace and mercy , on 
Wah did ivy the EH carry: him 
wants letagch tu goof Runſchf, ie 
Atem, t behprhe Phyſick 
s unt ircumti fed 
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| ar and wedetire 
— 1 had power from Ohr ac ay — 
niſter unto them, ſo they have the ſamepower (upon juſt enuſt 
giver, and he making him! If unworthy and unfit to perfotm that 
work they called him to, and ro adminiſter holy things "I 
inpare bands) that when they hl on juſt pr 
himſelf bath diſcar dea from miniſtring udto (hom, them t 5 
may be Chriſts Inſtræmens/ to depoie 2 from the office hy lo 
led him _=__ ne * 2 
In all cheſc char a i0ns, in this Diſcoarfe, onr AR 2.45. 7 
| deſire and care is to cacty all tags with joy c- mn 4 
E $, which was the peattice an HD of the Fr 4 
. wh ch Paul ſo much deed an in the e, of 2 Cor. 2 70 
(rt and chrough Gods great gooduefſe we have 
uſually in alt our — 7 
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i, by agrocment, . ind crave theit counſell This being 
5 Pet Fafly done, by G ordinary bleſſing and preſence (to ou 
comfort we ſpeak it) wg have found it concluſive and availing. 
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(That k hfollews is added out. of Mr Cottons lite 
e the way of the Churches in Ner- Eng land, that this 
Narration might be compleat,) 
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7 of their practice in regard of each Church by it ſelfe 
IIe members of it: in che next place is to be related 
lat the courſe is in reſpect of many Churches in communion and 
- fellowſhip ; and this (omitting that was faid before in their mu- 
tuall ai about the conſtit u: ĩon of particular Churches, and 
recommend ation of members, & c.) cor ſiſts in two puints general - 
y (for we will name onely the click) firſt, the combination in 
o Synods or'' Aſſemblies : 'Secotidly , Dealing with Delinquen 
l | ions. 4 : 
- - For the firſt ; When either cortupt opinions, or ſuſpicious prac- 
; ties are ſcattered, ſo as they cannot well be healed by 
& Aﬀemblies. Church alone, ; the ns Churches deſirous to maintai 
<vefity and unity of judgement, iff matters of doctrine and integri 
k I h ho . the Churches, doe both acquaint the May). 
rate, being nurſing Fat bers (meg vj to the Church, with the 
' neceſlary decaſions and ends of a z Aſſembl 5 E We 
theChwychor to ſend ſome ſome | | r ar et 2 time | 
Aſſembly is to be eld, to conliger aud Lee 
+: The Aſſembly being met in the nam of Chrift, and bit preſence 
called for bybumble& earneſt prayer the matter to be — | 
; oh p | a 
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| , to propound their-doubes | ; 

feoce) x ariſe (as Al 15. ail 

be either ſatisſied or — TIC ” 

4 4 pont: which are not ſo fully cleared and agreed upon, or the 

nature of them, ſuch as may admit further diſcuſſion, difference of A , 
2 benſion without diſ-nnion of affettion, or diſturbance. of the 
. — peace is per mittea, and each man is left to his Chriſtian li- 


tie; ſo far as they ſhall attaingthey judge and minde ove thing, of 5 
. minded , who in ſi 725 elle of heart — | * 
truth, and in me: kyes of wſdewe and love, holdeth » forth the ſame, 7: 
| we hope God Will in time reveal the ſame unto bim; in the mean time J 
elf. al agrecing in this ove, Not to condemm nor $4 deſpiſe one anorhey in Rom. * 
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or the ſecond,viz,the dealing with, or admeni ſhing of — 2.4 


— Churches. When a /candall my in a ¶ hurel, whether by 22 on of def} 

and tion of doctrine, ot in manners; * ſearch it prove true, dn ce, 

ral. che Church hearing thereof, N both, 

DA Fenin that Church, and e chem to rake a Kent 

* 1 dy courl to 17 thereof. 24. 4 
£ 4 prove remiſs therein, (or be fuulry themſelves) * 


IJ they 30 certiſie th, whole Church thereof, to ci wpen their 0 
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